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GUESS WHAT’S BACK, 
BACK AGAIN…  
Endodontic Associates is excited to announce that the annual Red Coat Tavern 
Food Truck, “Picnic in the Park-ing Lot” events, will be back this Summer! 

These events have been very popular in the past and we know you missed the 
famous Red Coat burgers, chicken sandwiches, fries, onion rings, and ice cream 
desserts last summer. EA will be constructing larger tents in the parking lot 
with more tables and limited seating at each table. Each event will be in an open 
walled tent and guests will be seated with respect to social distancing. We will 
follow up to date CDC and state guidelines with regard to masks. COVID-safe food 
service staff will serve all the food, drinks, and dessert. 

Save the Date emails and event invitations will be coming. We can’t wait to get 
together with our referring dentists, your staff, and our friends. 

See you soon at the Picnic in the Park-ing Lot events!
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Introduction

Atypical root anatomy and morphology can pose the 
clinician with unique endodontic challenges that if not 
properly considered may lead to root canal failure. This 
article will discuss one such anatomical variation and  
what considerations should be taken when treating this 
type of case.

Discussion

Permanent mandibular molars generally have two 
roots, one mesial and one distal. However, at times, 
they may present with an anatomical variant in which a 
supernumerary third root is located distolingually. This 
root is known as a radix entomolaris. Certain treatment 
modifications should be considered in the treatment of 
these mandibular teeth. 

First, radiographic diagnosis is fundamental. If an 
additional distal root is suspected, a CBCT or an off- 
angled periapical image may help identify the presence 
of the additional root. Next, given the distolingual location 
of the canal orifice, the access cavity should be adjusted 
in a distolingual direction to locate the canal; failure to do 
so may result in a missed canal (Fig. 1). Finally, the radix 
entomolaris root frequently has an acute curvature. Thus, 
straight-line access to the orifice should be emphasized, 
and pre-curving hand files will help prevent ledging  
the canal. 

Case Report

The following case is an example of a mandibular molar 
#30 with a radix entomolaris (Fig. 2-3):

A 45 year old male patient was referred for completion 
of root canal therapy on tooth #30. The tooth had slight 
tenderness to percussion and chewing, probing between 
3-4mm, and no response to cold. The patient was 
initially seen by his dentist who completed a pulpotomy 
and initiated root canal therapy.  The initial periapical 
radiograph revealed an additional distal root extending 
mesial to the distal root. Upon accessing the tooth, two 
mesial and two distal canals were located; the pulp 
chamber was then extended in a disto-lingual direction 
and an additional canal orifice of the radix entomolaris 
was located. The canal was hand instrumented using pre-
curved k-files sizes #8-20 and then finished with rotary 
instrumentation. A post space was prepared in the distal 
root per dentist request.

CLINICAL  
PRESENTATION 
Written by EA Dr. Chad Speirs

Fig 1

Fig 2

Fig 3

Conclusion

The unusual root canal morphology of a radix 
entomolaris may present treatment challenges; 
however, procedural modifications such as additional 
radiographic imaging, access modification and  
pre-curving hand instruments may help the clinician 
improve root canal outcomes and reduce  
procedural errors. ■

Figure 1. Calberson F, Roeland J, et al. The Radix Entomolaris 
and Paramolaris: Clinical Approach in Endodontics. Journal of 
Endodontics. J Endod 2007; 33:58-63.
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Dr. Lindell is thrilled to be part of the Ann Arbor team. 
He stands strongly by his professional mission within the 
EA family, “to provide the highest quality of endodontic 
services, promptly, efficiently and consistent with the 
highest standards of professional and ethical conduct.” 
As a result of access to the latest endodontic equipment, 
state-of-the-art technology, and the best staff, Dr. Lindell 
believes this mission is achieved each day with every 
patient they treat.

Access to the best technology and equipment is only half 
of the equation that makes EA Ann Arbor a successful 
endodontic practice. The trust among employees, 
positive office environment and their connection to the 
community are all elements which make Endodontic 
Associates stand out. Dr. Lindell and the Ann Arbor staff 
take the worry and fear out of the root canal procedure 
by taking their time with each case and communicating 
to all patients. Dr. Lindell is grateful for his staff, “We 
have a seasoned group of team members that do an 
excellent job managing patients’ emotions throughout 
the entire process - connecting with each patient on a 
personal level in order to ensure their experience is as 
positive as possible.” 

The staff enjoys working in the Ann Arbor office as they 
say, “Practicing in Ann Arbor really has a small town 
and family-oriented feel.” Doctors Gardner, Robinson 
and Lindell collaborate with the referring dentists and 
other dental specialists routinely and do their best to be 
constantly available for patients who need endodontic 
care within Washtenaw County and its surrounding area.  

Dr. Lindell Now Working 3 Days in Ann Arbor 
to Better Serve the Needs of Patients in the 
Washtenaw Community
Dr. John Lindell joined Endodontic Associates in the fall of 2018, 
practicing out of the Waterford and Farmington locations. Endodontic 
Associates then opened the Novi office in 2019. With hard work and 
leadership from Dr. Lindell, EA Novi has continued to grow every year. 
Now that the Novi location is established, John has joined the Ann Arbor 
team 3 days a week, working with Dr. Richard Gardner and Dr. Mark 
Robinson while still working on Wednesday in the Novi office. 

EA ANN ARBOR – YPSILANTI

315 E. Eisenhower Pkwy., Suite 220 
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

annarbor@endodonticassoc.com

Tel: 734-761-3166 
Fax: 734-761-3831

The Ann Arbor office is staffed by Drs: Richard Gardner, 
Mark Robinson, John Lindell, Dental Assistants: Janice, 
Cheryl, Jackie, Freya, Sarah and Receptionists: Debbie, 
Luanne and Kellie.  
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THE EA FAMILY CONTINUES TO GROW 

With spring upon us, warmer weather and 

brighter days in our near future, EA is thrilled to 

welcome a new member to its family. 

Dr. Amruta Mahajan (EA Farmington Hills) 

and her husband Dr. Rohit Marawar welcomed 

home Aria on April 14, 2021 weighing 6 lbs and 

2 oz. Aria is their second child, and older brother, 

Aaroh is excited to have a new playmate.  

Quote 

of the 

Quarter

It is not enough to have great 
qualities; we should also have 
the management of them.

  —La Rochefoucauld 
   

”
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