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Bloomfield Rochester  
Educational Seminar

Representing Endodontic Associates Bloomfield and 
Rochester offices, Drs. Michael Glass, Jerry Dietz Jr.,  
James Nowicki and Ross Ryan hosted their annual 
educational seminar on Wednesday, February 3 at the 
Michigan State Management Education Center in Troy. 
The event speaker was Dr. Ken Hargreaves, DDS and 
PhD, a nationally renowned speaker, author, researcher, 
educator and clinician. Dr. Hargreaves is a professor at 
the University of Texas Health Science Center at San 
Antonio in the Department of Pharmacology and the 
Department of Physiology and Surgery. His afternoon 
session was an evidence-based course, which provided effective and practical 
strategies for managing acute dental pain emergencies. He gave clinical examples of 
fast and efficient routines for managing dental emergency patients, selecting the best 
combination of analgesics, and applying practical and effective local anesthesia for the 
classic “hot” molar case. 

The evening course, “Issues in Managing the Persistent Endodontic Infection,” 
provided strategies for managing dentoalveolar infections. He focused on practice 
methods that combine non-pharmacological treatments with the appropriate antibiotics 
for managing infections (and how to treat resistant strains), as well as comparing 
and contrasting one-appointment endodontics with multiple-appointment procedures.  
Over 100 dentists attended the seminar. Between both sessions, the doctors enjoyed a 
strolling dinner reception with time to visit with their colleagues and friends. 

The doctors hope everyone that attended gained some useful practical information 
on patient care that they can take back to their practices. Endodontics Associates’ 
mission is to be a useful resource for all your endodontic needs.  
Please feel free to call anytime. 

EA Doctors and guests with Dr. Ken Hargreaves.

Dr. Ryan and Dr. Chase Walby

Dr. Dietz and Dr. Hargreaves 
with Dr. Bill Carmody
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Dr. Richard Rubinstein received the American Association of Endodontists’ 
President’s Award at the Association’s recent annual meeting in San Francisco. Given 
at the discretion of the President, the award honors exceptional members who work 
behind the scenes to promote and advance the Association. The President’s Award has 
been bestowed just 11 times in AAE history.

When accepting the President’s Award, Dr. Rubinstein said, “My goal has always 
been to leave endodontics a little better than the way I found it.”

A pioneer in the use of the operating microscope in endodontics, Dr. Rubinstein has 
written and contributed to numerous scientific articles and textbooks on the operating 
microscope and endodontic microsurgical technique, and he is an internationally 
renowned speaker on these topics. Currently, he serves as an adjunct clinical 
associate professor at the University of Michigan School of Dentistry and manages the 
Endodontic Associates Farmington Hills, Michigan location. 

In presenting the President’s Award to Dr. Rubinstein, President Terryl A. Propper 
said, “I have been consistently impressed by his clinical expertise, his willingness to 
challenge the status quo, and his dedication to the AAE, its members and the specialty 
of endodontics.”

Clinton Township Office Profile
The Clinton Twp office was opened over 35 years ago by  

Dr. Richard Somerlott and Dr. Mike Glass and then later 
joined by Dr. Ed Fitzpatrick in 1994.

The torch has since been passed on to Dr. Steve Navarre and 
Dr. TJ Vokal. They then welcomed Dr. Chad Speirs in 2014 
and are excited to welcome Dr. Tony Tran this fall. Since the 
inception, our EA Doctors continue with the same quality care 
and compassion.

In addition to their commitments to endodontics the Doctors 
of the office have other personal interests. Dr. Vokal spends time 
with his family. He is involved in the many activities of his four 
children, which includes coaching youth football. Dr. Navarre, a 
car enthusiast, is currently reconstructing a classic “hot rod.”

The office manager, Kim Von Zellen started in 1984 and still 
continues to be the team leader. Other important team members, 
receptionists Karen, Lydia and assistants Jessica, Rachel, Shelby 

and Carla have almost 30 years of combined office experience. 
Our staff members are strong community leaders and have been 
holding a Breast Cancer luncheon for the past 10 years. For 
each person who attends EA makes a donation to the Susan G. 
Komen Foundation.The office also holds other various events for 
referring Doctors and their staff such as; CE seminars, sports 
events and staff parties.

Managing Doctor, TJ Vokal states, “having a seasoned 
staff makes all the difference in the world and when you add 
dedication and loyalty on top of the experience that our staff 
has, it is key to a successful, well run practice”.

The Clinton Township office is proud to be “an extension of 
your practice” and wishes to thank the dental community for 
all the many years of support.

 

Endodontic Associates Richard Rubinstein Honored 
by American Association of Endodontics

Clinton Township office doctors and staff.

Dr. Rubinstein with AAE President Dr. 
Terryl A. Propper.
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Outcomes of Repaired Root Perforation

Root perforation is a mechanical, iatrogenic or 
pathologic communication between the root canal 
system and the external tooth surface. An iatrogenic 

perforation often results from misalignment of burs or engine-
driven instruments during endodontic access preparation, 
canal negotiation or root canal preparation. Some iatrogenic 
perforations are created during prosthodontic treatment, in 
particular when preparing a post space. 

One study stated that 47% of perforations were noted or 
created during endodontic treatment, while 53% were due 
to prosthodontic treatment; maxillary teeth (74.5%) were 
more often affected than were mandibular teeth (25.5%). 
Root perforation may lead to complications that necessitate 
extraction of the involved tooth.

A 2011 prospective study suggested that 4.2% of 
endodontically treated teeth were extracted because of 
iatrogenic perforations and stripping. Bacterial infection 
emanating from the root canal, the periodontal tissues or both 
prevents healing and brings about inflammatory sequelae 
including pain, swelling, suppuration and bone resorption. 
Down-growth of the gingival epithelium to the perforation site 
can follow, resulting in accelerated periodontal breakdown.

Siew et al from the University of Hong Kong, China, 
conducted a systematic review of reported treatment 
outcomes of repaired root perforations to identify any 
preoperative factors that may influence the outcome of 
such repair. A comprehensive search was conducted 
using 4 electronic databases (PubMed, Web of Knowledge, 
EMBASE and SCOPUS) as well as a manual search of cited 

references to identify reports related to root perforation. All 
relevant articles published from 1950 to the middle of 2014 
that evaluated the outcome of repaired root perforations 
were identified. Studies were further screened for similar 
characteristics so that pooling of data could be used for  
meta-analysis.

A total of 17 studies were included in the systematic 
review; 12 studies were included in the meta-analysis. 
An overall pooled success rate of 72.5% (95% confidence 
interval [CI], 61.9% to 81.0%) was estimated for repair of root 
perforations. The use of mineral trioxide aggregate appeared 
to enhance the success rate to 80.9% (95% CI, 67.1% to 
89.8%), but the difference was insignificant. The presence 
of preexisting radiolucency adjacent to the perforation site 
predicted a lower chance of success after repair (p less than 
.021). Maxillary teeth demonstrated a significantly higher 
success rate than did mandibular teeth (p less than .05).

Conclusion
The overall success rate of greater than 70% led the authors 

to conclude that nonsurgical repair of root perforation should 
be the preferred treatment option when this complication 
arises during root canal therapy. Teeth in the maxillary arch 
and absence of preoperative radiolucency adjacent to the 
perforation are favorable factors for healing after perforation 
repair.

Siew KL, Lee AHC, Cheung GSP. Treatment outcome of repaired 
root perforation: a systematic review and meta-analysis. J Endod 
2015;41:1795-1804.n

EA’s Dr. James Nowicki Oakland County 
Dental Society Past President
“It was a great honor to work with a great group of fellow dental professionals 
within the Oakland County Dental Society. We had a great year in which we 
held some great general meetings and continued to increase our membership.  
I think going forward the society is in great hands and will continue to grow 
and prosper as our local dental community sees the value and benefits of 
becoming part of our membership.”   – Dr. James Nowicki
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The Endodontic Associates Rochester office hosted 
their annual summer “Picnic in the Park-ing Lot” on 
Wednesday, July 20. Over 150 dentists and staff attended 
the event on a hot, but beautiful summer day and got 
the chance to converse with fellow staff while enjoying a 
delicious lunch under a spacious and shaded tent. 

EA Doctors Mike Glass, James Nowicki, and Ross 
Ryan were able to visit with colleagues and staff during 
the festive event. 

The hit of the party this year was the Redcoat Tavern 
Food Truck serving their famous burgers (voted the best 
in Detroit for over 20 year), fries, onion rings, grilled 
chicken sandwiches and salad to the guests. 

To help beat the heat and end the lunch on a sweet note, 
guests were also able to choose from a large selection of 
ice cream and frozen treats. 

Endodontic Associates Commerce office hosted their first “Mongo in the 
Lot” parking lot picnic event on Tuesday, July 26. They partnered with BD’s 
Mongolian BBQ to cater the event for over 70 dentists and their staff. 

Dr. Tiffeny Chimelak, Dr. Drew Moeller and the staff at EA Commerce 
welcomed the chance to visit with their referring doctors and staff in the 
relaxed casual environment.  

Mongolian BBQ brought out their grill, their grillin’ sticks and all their 
fixings and sauces. Guest enjoyed their salad bar and their locally renowned 
stir fry. Even Drs. Chimelak and Moeller got in on the action as they worked 
the grill cooking for their guests. Not only was the Mongolian Grill hot, but 
it was a beautiful day to enjoy great food and the company of colleagues  
and friends. The hot day was cooled off under the tent with ice cold drinks 
and frozen ice cream for dessert. Many of the guests left as winners of  
the raffle gifts. 

Quote of the Quarter…
“Your ability will help you get to the top. Your character will help    
you stay there.”  – Coach John Wooden

Rochester Picnic in the Park-ing Lot Event

Dr. Chimelak working the grill.

Dr. Chimelak and Dr. Moeller with  
Dr. Lauryl Lepak-Krumm

Commerce Mongo in the Lot


