
From August 4th to August 7th, the
Michigan Association of Endodontists
(MAE) 6th Biennial Scientific Summer
Seminar was held at The Inn at Bay
Harbor. Endodontic Associates were
well represented and heavily involved in
the seminar.

The MAE hosted a multi-state meeting
highlighted by 3 world-renowned speak-
ers that the Endodontic Associates
helped to bring in. Dr. Paul Brown, Dr.
Leif Bakland, and Dr. Mahmoud
Torabinejad spoke on a wide range of
subjects including the relation between
virtual reality and endodontics, the
management of dental injuries, and out-
come analysis of root canals.

Six Endodontic Associates doctors
serve on the Board of Directors for the
MAE. Alayne Evans serves as
Secretary and is joined on the board by
Michael Hoen, Carl Botvinick,

Richard Gardner, Allan Jacobs, and
Jerry Dietz, Jr. During the 3 day semi-
nar, the Endodontic Associates offices
remained open to serve your patients,
staffed by other partners and associates. 

The event proved to be very informa-
tive for the Endodontists as they contin-
ue to be leaders in their field locally,
throughout the state, and nationwide.
The Endodontists who attended look for-
ward to sharing many of the insights
that were taken away from the seminar
with their colleagues. ■
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Endodontic Associates is pleased to announce the addition of Dr. Thomas (TJ)
Vokal. TJ joined Endodontic Associates in August after receiving his endodontic
degree from the University of Detroit Mercy. He also completed his dental degree
from UDM where he finished 4th in his class. Upon graduation, TJ was elected to

Endodontic Associates 
Welcomes New Associate

The Inn at Bay Harbor.
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Endodontic Associates Drs. Jerry Dietz,
Jr., Jerry Dietz, Sr., and Michael Hoen
participated in the Endodontic Opinion
Leaders Forum sponsored by Dentsply
Tulsa Dental in Las Vegas, July 27 – 31.
This year’s annual meeting came to the
Hyatt Regency Lake Las Vegas in Henderson,
Nevada, brought together over 100
endodontic leaders from around the world. 

Tulsa Dental facilitates the seminars
and discussions which focus on the
advancement of endodontic care, new
technologies and techniques, and
endodontic education. The conference
included national presenters, round
table discussions and expert panel
point-counter point sessions. Topics
covered included coronal leakage,
appropriate selection of rotary file
systems, Endodontic education, and
obturation techniques. The well
known national speakers included Dr.
Frank Weine, Dr. Cal Torneck, Dr.
Franklin Tay, Dr. Ben Johnson, and Dr.
Bill Saunders.

International Endodontic Opinion
Leaders Forum In Las Vegas
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Omicron Kappa Upsilon – National
Dental Honor Society. In 2003, TJ com-
pleted a general practice residency
program at the John Dingell VA

Medical Center in
Detroit. Some of his
other accomplish-
ments include being
named to the Dean’s
List at the
University of
Michigan from
1995-1998 and the
University of Detroit
Mercy from 1998-
2002. TJ was also
the Senior Class

Vice President of UDM Dental School
for the 2001-2002 academic year.

Dr. Vokal will be dividing his time
between the Clinton Township office
and Rochester Hills office. He is a valu-
able member of our team and looks for-
ward to serving our dental community.
TJ currently resides in Washington, MI
with his wife Kimberly and his two
sons, Jonathon and Joshua. ■

New Associate

Endodontic Associates is proud to be
invited to participate in these conferences
and continues to keep in touch with cur-
rent technology and share insights toward
the advancement of endodontic care.
Interacting with colleagues from around
the world allows Endodontic Associates to
broaden their perspective on the science
and practice of endodontics and offer our
patients the highest quality of care. ■

Endodontic Associates has launched their
new web site, endodonticassoc.com. The
new site has an improved graphic user
interface and is easier to navigate.
Endodonticassoc.com is a convenient
resource for referring dentists, staff, and
patients with any questions regarding
Endodontic Associates, their Doctors,
staff, office locations, commitment to the
patient and commitment to the referring
dentist. The web site also features educa-
tional elements for both patients and den-
tists. Please visit endodonticassoc.com
and let us know what you think. ■

endodonticassoc.com Hits the Web

(L-R) Dr. Mike Hoen, Dr. Jerry Dietz Jr., Founder of

Tulsa Dental - Ben Johnson, and Dr. Jerry Dietz Sr.

Dr. TJ Vokal
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Pulpal and periradicular diseases develop
when microorganisms and/or their by-
products contaminate these tissues.
Therefore, a major goal of both preventive
and restorative dentistry is to prevent pen-
etration of microorganisms into the coro-
nal pulpal space and root canal system.
The root canal system, once invaded, may
harbor many species of microorganisms,
their antigenic by-products and variable
amounts of inflamed or necrotic tissues.

Even well filled root canals can be
recontaminated. This can occur when 1)
there has been a delay in the restoration
of a tooth following root canal treatment;
2) the coronal temporary filling, placed
immediately following root canal treat-
ment, is compromised; 3) the tooth is frac-
tured and the canal system is exposed
prior to final restoration; 4) the final
restoration, regardless of type or design,
lack ideal marginal integrity or cannot
withstand the forces of occlusal function,
and deteriorates; or 5) recurrent decay is
present at the restoration margin (s).

A major concern for all clinicians is the
speed at which the entire root canal sys-
tem becomes contaminated, requiring
retreatment of the canal prior to place-
ment of a new restoration.

How Long is Too Long?
Your endodontists can be a wonderful
resource in the evaluation process when
considering whether retreatment is war-
ranted before restoration. This team
approach to endodontic treatment can
result in a more successful outcome and a
happier patient.

Preventing Coronal Leakage
Pre-Endodontic Tooth Preparation
Complete removal of caries and defective
restorations, establishment of sound tooth
margins above gingival tissues for both
rubber dam placement and ultimate tooth
restoration, and examination of tooth
structure for cracks or fractures using
dyes or fiber optics are the major factors
for prevention of coronal leakage during
treatment planning and before root canal
treatment.

Coronal Leakage Material
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Thoroughness of the Root Canal
Cleaning, Shaping and Obturation
Techniques
The clinician must focus initially on the
thorough cleaning and shaping of the root
canal system. Once this process is com-
pleted, all clinicians should be able to
achieve high quality, three-dimensional
obturations. Three procedures that foster
leakage are single cone obturation, lack of
or improper sealer usage, and short or
incomplete obturations. 

Temporary Seal of the Root Canal
System, During and After Treatment
A faulty temporary filling during or follow-
ing root canal treatment is one of the
major causes for coronal leakage. Failure
of the temporary restoration can be due to
an inadequate thickness of material,
improper placement of the material and
failure to evaluate the occlusion after
placement. Commonly used temporary fill-
ing materials are Cavit, TERM and IRM.
After placing a cotton pellet in the pulp
chamber, paractitioners should place tem-
porary materials in the access cavities
with no gaps or voids. The cotton must be
minimal and placed securely into the
access cavity prior to placement of the fill-
ing to prevent a potential lifting or dis-
lodgement of the temporary material. 

A minimum of four millimeters of mate-
rial thickness provide an adequate seal.
Base on current evidence, this seal can be
expected to remain effective no longer
than three weeks. Allowing a temporary
material to remain longer than this period
is an invitation to coronal leakage and
future failure.

Choice and Integrity of 
the Final Tooth Restoration
Not all endodontically treated teeth
require complete rebuilding, i.e., post and
core, followed by crown placement. The
routine use of posts and cores in anterior
teeth following root canal treatment is dis-
couraged, unless there is a gross loss of
coronal tooth structure. Contemporary
research has shown that teeth restored
with bonded composites in the lingual

access openings are not only stronger
than those with posts, care and crowns,
but also have minimal coronal leakage
when compared to anterior teeth in which
glass ionomers or nonbonded composites
have been placed. 

Endodontically treated posterior teeth,
unlike anterior teeth, usually require a
bonded core and the placement of a post
when there is need to enhance core reten-
tion. Bonded cores using amalgam, core
pastes and reinforced composites are ideal
core buildup materials. Glass ionomers do
not have sufficient strength to provide the
necessary integrity for cores in posterior
or anterior teeth. When using a core
buildup in either anterior or posterior
teeth, the interfece of the core material
and the tooth structure must be at a posi-
tion at least two millimeters above the free
gingival margin to allow for the placement
of a crown on at least two millimeters of
sound tooth structure – ferrule effect. The
margin of the crown must not impinge on
the biological width.

Some readers may wonder what this
imperative has to do with conronal leak-
age. If there is impingement on the biolog-
ical width, the patient may have discom-
fort, especially during brushing or floss-
ing, and as a result may not clean this
area properly. Not only does its predispose
to bacterial accumulation and plaque for-
mation but also to periodontal pocketing,
recurrent decay and ultimate loss of mar-
ginal integrity with pursuant coronal leak-
age.

Timeliness in Restoration and
Establishment of Atraumatic Occlusion
The restoration of an endodontically treat-
ed tooth should commence as soon as pos-
sible after root canal treatment. Delaying
definitive restoration allows teeth with a
periradicular radiolucency to demonstrate
healing prior to restoration; however, this
action is unnecessary with today’s
advancements in root canal treatment.

Reprinted from Endodontics: Colleagues
for Excellence, American Association of
Endodontists
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Chaperone Rhonda Zeluff,

volunteer driver Joe

Loofboro, and the kids in

front of the Mobile

Dentists unit.
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Administrative Office - 50 West Big Beaver, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan   phone 248 647-7930
For information or suggestions - contact Denise   phone 248 647-7935   fax 248 647-6067   email djc2@endocentral.com

Endodontic Associates 
Now Accepts CareCredit
We recognize that sometimes the most uncomfortable part of the
patient experience when receiving any dental treatment is not treat-
ment discomfort itself, but rather payment for services. To that end
and to further accommodate your patients, we now accept CareCredit. 

When you refer your patients to us, they will have this easy and con-
venient payment option. CareCredit payment plans allow more
patients to accept treatment, without delaying or phasing care. If you
currently offer CareCredit, your patients with a CareCredit line of cred-

it can use it with us as well, ensuring
an efficient and more complete cycle of
care.

CareCredit’s plans offer patients 3, 6,
12, & 18 Month No Interest and 24, 36, & 48 Month Extended Payment
Plans with low patient interest rate. If you have any questions about
CareCredit please contact any of our offices and our receptionist can
help or call CareCredit directly at 800-300-3046 x 4519. ■

Endodontic Associates recently provided a
unique health adventure for four Plainwell
Middle School students. The students —
who all received preventive health care
when Mobile Dentists visited their school
last fall — visited Dr. Vlad Tismenestskiy
and his staff at the Farmington Hills
Endodontic Associates office. The stu-
dents, in desperate need of root canal
work, saw Dr. Vlad free of charge.

Anne McKinney, a secretary in the

Going Extra Miles for Smiles
Plainwell school district’s administrative
offices, knowing the student’s need for
dental work, contacted the Detroit-based
Mobile Dentists to visit the middle school.

Mobile Dentists is a nonprofit program,
created in 1996 by dentists Margo Woll
and Marcy Borofsky to provide basic
dental cleaning and restorative services to
children throughout Michigan. “When
they started to do the restorative work,”
McKinney said, “the doctors discovered

there was a lot more
work needed.” 

Dr. Woll knew exactly
who to call. She contact-

ed Endodontic Associates and Dr. Vlad,
who was willing to perform the three root
canals for one child and two more root
canals each on three other students. 

On a Saturday in early May, the stu-
dents set out for Farmington Hills in a
bus. “I felt like I was leading the lambs to
slaughter by taking them to Farmington
Hills for root canals,” McKinney said. “But
the students were amazed that they felt no
pain during the procedures.” 

Dr. Tismenetskiy and his staff — includ-
ing the receptionist’s daughter who per-
formed community service hours for her
National Honor Society Chapter — complet-
ed some $11,000 worth of root canals. 

“It is just incredible that it went so
well,” mentor Anne McKinney said.
“Thanks to Mobile Dentists and
Endodontic Associates, everyone came
home happy with new smiles. We are just
so grateful that things came together.” ■

Quote of the Quarter

“Some have said that membership in
every organization is made up of four
kinds of “bones.” There are the “wish”
bones who spend their time wishing
that someone else would do their
work. There are the “jaw” bones who
do all the talking but very little else.
Next are the “knuckle” bones who
knock everything that anyone tries to
do. Finally, there are the "back" bones
who get under the load and do the
work.”
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