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Bloomfield Hills - Troy
50 W. Big Beaver, Ste. 200
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304
248 647-7930

Waterford - Pontiac
2335 Pontiac Lake Rd., Ste. D
Waterford, MI 48328
248 683-2300

Clinton Twp. - Sterling Heights
15870 19 Mile Rd., Ste. 110
Clinton Twp., MI 48038
586 286-3390

Rochester - Lake Orion
1460 Walton Blvd., Ste. 208
Rochester, MI 48309
248 656-1626

Farmington Hills - W. Bloomfield
31410 Northwestern Hwy., Ste. C
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248 737-1360

St. Clair Shores - Roseville
18303 E. Ten Mile Rd., Ste. 150
Roseville, MI 48066
586 773-2000

Clarkston - North Oakland
5825 S. Main St., Ste. 103
Clarkston, MI 48346
248 620-0002
 
Ann Arbor - Ypsilanti
315 E. Eisenhower Pkwy., Ste. 220 
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
734 761-3166

Commerce Twp - White Lake
2900 Union Lake Rd.
Commerce Twp., MI 48382
248 363-9345
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Gerald Dietz, Sr.
Melvyn Eder
John Dylewski
Edward Fitzpatrick
Michael Hoen
Richard Somerlott 
Allan Jacobs

EA Introduces New Associates,  
Dr. Tran and Dr. Mehrkhodavandi
Dr. Neema Mehrkhodavandi
Dr. Neema Mehrkhodavandi is treating patients in the 
Roseville office working with Dr. Stephen Navarre and 
Dr. Tony Tran. 

Dr. Neema Mehrkhodavandi grew up outside of Los 
Angeles, CA and graduated with high honors from the 
University of the Pacific in 2008 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Biological Sciences. He continued his studies at 
the University of the Pacific School of Dentistry earning 
his Doctor of Dental Surgery degree, graduating at the 
top of his class. Dr. Mehrkhodavandi was the co-founder 
of the Humanitarian Dentistry Organization and the Vice 
President of the Endodontics Study Club during his time at the University of Pacific 
School of Dentistry. Dr. Mehrkhodavandi continued his postgraduate training and 
earned a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies at Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine, where he also taught in the Department of Endodontics. While at Tufts Dr. 

Dr. Tony Tran
Dr. Tran is treating patients in the Clinton Township office 
working with Dr. Thomas Vokal and Dr. Stephen Navarre; 
and in the Roseville office working with Dr. Neema 
Mehrkhodavandi and Dr. Stephen Navarre. 

Dr. Tran was raised in San Jose, California. He attended 
the University of California, Davis and received his 
Bachelor of Sciences in Biological Sciences with an 
emphasis in Microbiology in 2007. He graduated from 
the New York University College of Dentistry in 2012, 
where he was involved in the NYU/Henry Schein Cares 
Global Outreach. Dr. Tran then furthered his training at 
a general practice residency at Wyckoff Heights Medical 
Center in Brooklyn, NY. In 2015, Dr. Tran received his certificate in endodontics at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Dentistry. During his specialty training, 
Dr. Tran was involved in regenerative endodontics and presented his research at the 
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Dr. Neema Mehrkhodavandi 
Mehrkhodavandi was a part-time dentist in the Boston area 
before moving back out west to the San Francisco Bay area 
to practice endodontics. He has earned Diplomate status from 
the American Board of Endodontics and has been published 
in the Journal of Endodontics. Dr. Mehrkhodavandi is an 
active member of the American Dental Association, American 
Association of Endodontists, Michigan Dental Association, 
Macomb Dental Society, and the Michigan Association of 
Endodontics. 

Dr. Mehrkhodavandi has enjoyed relocating to Michigan, 
with the four distinct seasons, and plays volleyball, chess and 
backgammon with his recreation time. 

Dr. Tony Tran 
Association of Endodontists 2015 Annual Session. Following his 
graduation from the University of Illinois at Chicago College of 
Dentistry, Dr. Tran continued his professional work experience 
with four practices in Chicago. Dr. Tran is currently a member 
of the American Association of Endodontics, American Dental 
Association, Michigan Association of Endodontists, Michigan 
Dental Association and the Oakland County Dental Society.

Dr. Tran, coming for California, “loves the snow” and is 
adjusting to Michigan winters.  When not in the office he enjoys 
running and plays ice hockey. 

New Associates Continued from cover

Diabetes and Radiolucent Periapical Lesions

Apical periodontitis (AP) is an inflammatory 
process that occurs around the apex of a tooth 
in response to a bacterial infection of the root 

canal system. The resulting bone lesion associated with 
AP is characterized radiographically by the presence of a 
periapical radiolucency. AP isan extraordinarily prevalent 
problem. The conventional treatment for teeth with AP is 
rootcanal treatment.

Systemic and intraoperative factors implicated in 
persistent posttreatment AP include:

• inadequate aseptic control
• missed canals
• insufficient instrumentation
• leaking temporary or permanent restorations
• proinflammatory status
• impaired immune response associated with systemic 

diseases

One of the systemic diseases whose possible association 
with AP has been investigated is diabetes mellitus. 
Diabetes mellitus is caused by pancreatic beta-cell 
dysfunction, with a deficiency in insulin secretion and/or 
insulin resistance in liver and muscle.

Patients with diabetes have impaired immune cell 
function and are predisposed to chronic inflammation, 
progressive tissue breakdown and diminished tissue 
repair capacity. In poorly controlled diabetes, the immune 
response is further diminished, with decreased leukocyte 
function and wound healing delay. Consequently, an 
increased number and/or size of periapical lesions should 

be expected in root-filled teeth of patients with diabetes.

Segura-Egea et al from the University of Sevilla, Spain, 
conducted a systematic review and meta-analysis to 
determine a possible association between diabetes 
mellitus and root canaltreatment failure, assessed as the 
prevalence of radiolucent periapical lesions in root-filled 
teeth.

Seven epidemiological studies were included in this 
review, presenting data from 1593 root canal treatments, 
582 in patients with diabetes and 1011 in control patients 
without diabetes.

The finding showed that patients with diabetes had a 
higher prevalence of root-filled teeth with periapical 
radiolucencies than did the controls, with a pooled odds 
ratio of 1.42.

Conclusion
These findings indicated a significant association of 
diabetes mellitus with a higher prevalenceof periapical 
radiolucencies in endodontically treated teeth, a 
potentially important preoperative prognostic factor in 
root canal treatment. Clinicians should be aware of the 
putative relationship between diabetes mellitus and the 
outcome of endodontic treatment.

Segura-Egea JJ, Martín-González J, Cabanillas-Balsera D, et al. 
Association between diabetes and the prevalence of radiolucent 
periapical lesions in root-filled teeth: systematicreview and meta-
analysis. Clin Oral Investig 2016;20:1133-1141. n



3eanewseanews

Winter 2017www.endodonticassoc.com

EA Clarkston Moving Forward...
Endodontic Associates Clarkston office moved across their 
parking lot to a new location at the end of 2016. The practice 
moved from the North Oakland Medical Building on Dixie 
Highway to the Munk Professional Center located at 5825 S. 
Main Street just north of Dixie Highway in Clarkston. The state 
of the art office has a large comfortable waiting room, 5 patient 
operatories with digital radiographs and high-powered operating 
microscopes and a Cone Beam CT radiology room.  Placing 
the CBCT Scan into the Clarkston office continues Endodontic 
Associates tradition of equipping their offices with the most 
current dental and endodontic technologies to most effectively 
treat the patients. 

The Clarkston office will be managed by Dr. Craig Duhaime, 
who has been with Endodontic Associates in the North Oakland 
area for 9 years, since 2008. Dr. Duhaime was involved in the 
design of the new office, putting patient comfort and amenities 
as the top priority. “We designed the new office with the 
overall patient experience in mind. The objective was to create 
a technologically advanced atmosphere while maintaining a 
relaxed, small town feel,” Dr. Duhaime said. He continued, “It 
was important to have the CBCT Scan on-site, in the office, for 
patient convenience, and to bring the power of its diagnostic 
imaging to this corridor of our practice.” 

Joining Dr. Duhaime at the Clarkston office is Dr. Drew 
Moeller, who is in his 2nd year of practice with the Endodontic 
Associates team. The Clarkston staff knows that patients come 
to Endodontic Associates for expert care, but it is the patient 

service they provide that leaves a lasting impression on their 
patients. Office receptionist Kathleen says, “We take the time to 
help patients with their forms and insurance questions, educate 
them about their treatments and send them off with a patient 
exit folder that has all of their post care instructions.” When 
patients leave they are relieved of pain and comforted by how 
easy the whole process was.  

Combining great patient service with expert endodontic care in 
the new office space makes EA Clarkston the perfect place for 
endodontic treatment.

Below: New Building 
Right top: Dr. Duhaime works in new operatory  
Right: Kathleen welcomes patients
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Administrative Office - 50 West Big Beaver, Ste. 205, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan phone 248 647-7930
For information or suggestions - contact Denise phone 248 647-7930 fax 248 647-6067 email djc2@endocentral.com
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Quote of the Quarter…

EA Bloomfield EA Farmington Hills EA Rochester

EA Waterford EA Clarkston

EA Central EA Roseville

EA Commerce

EA Clinton Township

EA Ann Arbor

We all wish you good health,  
prosperity, and many blessings  

in the new year.̴eac͉

The four Tenants  
that five time  

Super Bowl Quarterback 
Tom Brady lives by:

1. Be impeccable with your word
2. Don't take anything personally
3. Don't make assumptions
4. Always do your best

From The Four Agreements by Don Miguel Ruiz


